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DOUGôS DEALINGS 

 
Spring has sprung ï finally ï kind of.  Whereas I quite often brag about our weather to the 

relatives throughout the winter, this is the time of the year I keep quiet.  It seems like this 
area has a harder time letting going of the cold and the unpredictable than other areas in 

the Dakotas.  
 
I want to thank you all for what you do to help keep our church in the condition we find it.  

For the third time in less than a year we hosted Dakotas Conference events ï Annual Con-
ference last June, Bishopôs Laity Gathering in February and this past week the School of 

Ministry for Dakotasô pastors.  The compliments on our beautiful building and friendly peo-
ple and competent staff have been continual by those who have visited.  

 
I am blessed ï we are blessed ï in so many ways.  Our music, our hospitality, our volun-
teers, our educational experiences and our outreach are all things for which we can be 

thankful.  Many churches do not have those kinds of positive experiences on so many lev-
els.  May we always give thanks for these blessings and may we never take them for 

granted.  
 
The HOPE Center continues to take shape.  Please continue to be in prayer.  There is much 

excitement in our community and in our Conference concerning what we are planning to 
do.  I hope you carry that excitement as well.  I believe the difference we will make on be-

half of Jesus will be significant.  
 
I wanted to plant a bug in your ears with an outside need.  We need persons who have the 

time and talent to maintain our outer areas ï plants, bushes and flowers, etc.  Wouldnôt it 
be great if we had some barrels or baskets of brightly colored flowers adorning our outside 

areas?  Wouldnôt it be great if the front of our HOPE Center was more attractive and hospi-
table?  If you would like to help in such endeavors please let us know.  
 

Year number nine of my time with you is wrapping up.  Bring on number ten!  See you in 
church.  

 
PS Our neighbors at First Presbyterian and Faith Temple have asked that we do some cooperating on 

our parking spaces. I told them I would do what I could. Basically they are asking that we not park 

on the east and south sides of the Presbyterian Church or the north side of Evangel Temple. Their 

members will be asked not to park on the north and west sides of our building. As you know we have 

a parking problem but we have many more options than they do. Our neighbors are blocked in by 

Mt. Rushmore Rd. and donôt have a small lot like we do. 
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Hello!  

I'm John Britt and I am the new Director of Youth here at 
FUMC!  For the past dozen years I have been working with 

the Senior High Youth Group and have recently begun work-
ing with the Middle School Program at WNL.  
I was born in Spearfish and spent a couple of years in Vir-

ginia and Florida before settling in Connecticut.  I grew up 
in CT from 3rd grade through college.  My family now in-

cludes my wife Kristin and Matthew (11th), Samuel (8th), 
Abby (6th) and Max.  

I am a teacher by day (7th grade Math at Dakota Middle 

School) and am also involved with FUMC PraiseTeam and 

with the Men's Group at the church.  I am very excited 

about beginning this new stage in my life and look forward 

to working with you (and many of your children).  See you 

around!!!  

Celebrate with United Campus Ministries  on Friday, 
May 7th from 5pm -8pm.  There will be food, a slide 
show of the past year and a recognition to honor three 
graduating seniors. Please come and view the building 
that your finances help to support.  
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From my earliest recollection I have known God to be a God of love.  I was 

taught that because God loved us so much, God sent Jesus, Godôs son to die 

for us. I try to fathom that kind of love and will never have a full understanding of it.  With 

age and maturity, my experiences in life and a desire to grow in my faith, I am constantly 

in the process of defining who God is to me.   I continue to discover that while God is the 

same today, yesterday and forever, Godôs presence in my life is revealed in different ways 

all the time.  

One night at the Bible Study in which I lead, we were discussing the God Sightings that we 

had encountered in the last week.  One person said that they had experienced a God 

Sighting in retrospect.  In other words, as they looked back on their life, they now recog-

nize Godôs presence in a previous situation in which they didnôt see God in at the time.  

We have all probably had similar situations that seemed hopeless at the time, but looking 

back now, there is no doubt that God was present.  

 I read a quote the other day that said; ñLife can only be understood backward, but it 

must be lived forward.ò (Soren Kierkegaard) There are many things that if I could, I would 

do over. Since that is not possible, I do need to apply what I have learned from past ex-

periences to future times.  Isnôt it great that by Godôs grace we can go forward taking 

fresh new steps each day?  We then can go forward continuing to discover Godôs love for 

us revealed in new ways.  God Sightings are all around us in other people, in nature and 

in Godôs ever revealing presence while looking back and living forward. 

Onward and upward,  

 

 

 

 

 

P.S. Please remember that the Go For God Ministry is here to help in your time of need.  

Thanks to all who have offered to help be in service to others through meals, transporta-

tion and visits.  

Art supplies needed for VBS  
 

Empty baby wipes containers  
 

Empty baby food jars (clear glass)  
 

Empty frosting containers  

 
Old newspapers  
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It takes five minutes of your time each 
month (or week).  When you write your 
church pledge check, write one for ñWe 
Careò food certificates.  Itôs easy!  The 
certificates are as good as CASH!  Slip 
them into your wallet, so you can help 
others and NOT STRAIN the family 
budget. 

 

 

First Sunday Shopping 

Response Food Pantry  
92 pounds of food donated  

 
Thanks to Verne Sheppard and Bob Dvorak 
for loading up all the donations and taking 
them to the food pantry this month.  Spe-
cial Thanks to all those who donated food 
this past month.  What a great ministry to 

those less fortunate.  

 

Keep Those Receipts Coming...   
    We currently have $8700.00 

in Family Thrift Center and Prairie  

Market receipts.  Once we reach $150,000, 

the church receives a $1,000.00 check from 

Nash Finch to help with church expenses.   

Thanks Jon and Nila Boone  

for adding up the  

receipts each Sunday. 

 

 

 

We reached $150,000!!! 

CHURCH FINANCIALS NEWS: 
 

 

Monthly Contribution Update:  

 

March 2009   March 2010               March  2010 

Actual   Actual         Budget 

$62,196   $47,719         $59,524  

 

¶ March Contributions were below last year and budget. 

¶ We are $16,575 behind in apportionments. 

If you have moved or changed phone number/address please notify the 

church office so we can update the church records. 
If you are interested in giving through electronic funds transfer(EFT), 

please call the office. 

 

Contributions towards the Capital Fund in March were 

$2,326.  Interest payments for this loan are paid out of the 

General Fund and any donations to the capital fund go di-

rectly to principal.  It is important we pay this debt down!! 

 

FUMC CAPITAL DEBT   

    2008  

FUMC ANNEX:  

 
 

 
 

 

Monthly Interest Payment on this debt = $1100.00 
 

¶ If you have any questions on finances, please call me at the church 

office. 

 

 

 

 

LOAN BALANCE =  $210,750.00 

TOTAL CAPITAL DEBT =  $236,821.82 

Kitchen Remodel  

LOAN BALANCE =  $26,071.82   




