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As we approach Easter and celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we 
remember the incredible hope we now have because of Jesusô triumph over the grave.  Doesnôt 
it make sense that we would share that hope with others ï especially who find themselves in a 
hopeless situation in life. 
 
Almost a year ago now, the Administrative Council voted that at the end of June 2010 our annex 
(now called the HOPE Center) would  
be vacated by the present renters.  At that time we would transform a significant portion of the 
building to a multi-purpose facility to house our youth program, the YMCA after school program 
and some sort of outreach to the homeless population.  That vote came along with the condition 
that we would pursue the acquisition of grants and other funding resources to help us with the 
cost of renovation and new  
program.  Here is what has happened so far: 
 

The staff has worked hard in acquiring outside funds.  We have applied for almost $300,000 
in help and are searching for more.  At this time have received $51,000.  We are still 
awaiting news on another large grant request. 

We have taken a more active role with the Homeless Coalition to become more aware of 
needs and the part we can play in this endeavor to meet unmet needs.  We have also 
had many other conversations with faith-based helping agencies such as Love, INC, 
WAVI and The Cornerstone Mission. 

A transition team has been formed to help us in the transition that must take place with the 
building and the program.  Very shortly, an advisory committee made up of people from 
the church and the community will be formed to help us in the future programming. 

The annex has been named the HOPE Center ï Helping Others through 
Prayer and Encouragement. 
At this time in planning, the programming at the HOPE Day Center will by 
and large look like this: 
We will mirror what has already been going on in our church office.  Most 
days we have an average of three or more persons coming into the 
church asking for help.  In the middle of very busy days, various persons 
of the staff take time to make necessary connections and give needed ad-
vice.  With the Day Center we can move those needs out of the office to a 
place where persons can receive more  

individualized attention. 
We will have mentors and volunteers trained to work with a Director to have one on 

one conversations with persons looking for help and direction in improving their life 
situations. 
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We will establish a message center for homeless persons looking for a job so 
they can have a phone and address to receive calls and correspondence from 
potential employers. 

We will offer educational opportunities to help people acquire life skills that will 
help them move ahead. 

We will offer a space in which persons can find respect, encouragement and spiri-
tual counseling and guidance. 

We hope to offer a safe, secure space for persons who have artistic skills to be 
able to work on their personal projects, etc. 

 
What can you do to help?   

If you have questions and concerns ask the staff, so you have the right  
information. 

Pray for this ministry. 
Support the ministry in your giving.  This transition takes 

away several thousands of dollars from our monthly  
income because of the loss of paying renters. 

Consider receiving training to be a mentor and/or a  
volunteer.  If you are interested in this, please let us know 
now. 

Talk to your friends, family and neighbors about what we are 
doing and  
encourage their support.  This ministry is not for us.  We 
are doing this on  
behalf of our community for those who need help helping themselves. 

 
I also wanted you to know that we are working hard to make our church a safe environment 
as we continue to minister as a downtown church to our community.  We have recently of-

fered educational opportunities to our staff and church leadership to learn 
more about gangs in Rapid City so we might better understand the needs 
and mentality of those involved and how we can most safely reach out 
with Godôs love to the unchurched youth of our community.  We have con-
tinuous conversations with law  
enforcement personnel concerning safety issues.  We have sought out 
conversations with other churches that have similar ministries to ours. We 
have increased the number and awareness of persons supervising our 
Wednesday evening ministry.  Our setting in the community brings with it 

some unique challenges and  
opportunities.   
 
Keep praying that we are doing what God wants us to do. 
 
Spring is unfolding.  God is good.   
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There are many definitions for the word ñspringò.  We know it as a source of supply, such as a source of 
water coming from the ground.  We also know it as an elastic body or device that recovers its original 
shape after being released.  For us as the weather begins to slowly change, we are reminded of spring as 
being the time or season of growth and development that occurs between winter and summer. If you are 
like me you start getting ready to spend more time outside and take advantage of the extra hours of day-
light that spring gives us for a gift.   
This time or season also for some reason encourages (some days not every day) us to do such things as 
spring cleaning.  We can open up the doors and windows and let the fresh air in.  While we are opening 
up the windows to let the fresh air in, we begin to notice the need for the cleaning of the windows inside 
and out. While we are outside cleaning the windows we might stop to clean out the flower bed and before 
we know it we are trimming trees and raking the yard.  One thing leads to another and there never ceases 
to be some tasks to keep us busy. 
Spring for many is the season of hope, because if growth occurs the way we expect it to, there will soon 
be green grass, buds on the trees, and the sight of the first robin.   Hope is also renewed for us in the 
promise of resurrection and new life that Jesus offers us in the victory over death.  We can more fully 
benefit from this gift of new life when we are willing to open up the doors and windows of our personal 
lives that need some fresh air and even cleaning.  In Psalm 51 verses 10- 12, David asked God to ; 
ñCreate in me a clean heart and put a new and right spirit within me.  Do not cast me away from your 
presence, and do not take your holy spirit within me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain 
in me a willing spirit.ò  When we open ourselves up to being renewed and even cleansed, we will probably 
start to see other things we can do to live out Gods plan for our lives.   
Springing forward, spring chicken or not, 

Mission Ministry Team 

 

Thank you for support for creating Cleaning 

Buckets, much needed by flood victims. The 

April UMCOR kit project will be items to 

create layettes. Most needed are baby gowns 

or sleepers, baby washcloths, and receiving 

blankets, new items only. See the poster in 

the parlor for more information. You may 

place things in the plastic box under the 

poster or in the church office for safer  

keeping if you like. Come join our team! Call 

Bruce Nearhood or LaRee Mayes to find out 

about the Mission Ministry Team duties or 

activities. 




